
 

 

Dawson’s Family Vacation to Spain – 2020 

14-day Madrid to Seville Itinerary 

 

 

 

Travelers: Mom, Dad, Adam and Julie, ages 14 and 15. It’s everyone’s first time in Spain.  

 

Details: Parents want to keep kids excited, active, and involved. They want private tours with 

local guides that accommodate the kids’ ages and interests. They have no special requests and 

would rather have an eclectic choice of enriching experiences. Outdoor activities are welcome. 

The family has travelled abroad before. 

 

Destinations: They want to move around and explore. No more than three days per place. 

 

Accommodations: They do not have a limited budget but are looking to stay at interesting 

places rather than expensive hotels. 

 

Transportation: They are ok with driving and riding the train. 

 

Food and drink: There are no dietary restrictions. They look forward to enjoying local cuisine, 

just not dives. They can foresee the kids longing for familiar foods every now and then. 

 



 

 

*Addresses, invoices, instructions, recommendations, and other details are noted under 

Restaurants, Logistics, Accommodations, or Activities. 

 

Day 1 – Madrid Barajas airport, Hotel 

Welcome to Spain!!  Your hotel transfer will be waiting for you at the gate. The drive to the hotel 

is about half an hour. Transfer has been paid for, including the tip for the driver as you will not 

have change this early in the trip. Logistics. 

Your choice hotel for Madrid is Pestana Plaza Mayor. Reservations have been made for both 

rooms to have Plaza Mayor view. Accommodations 

You’ll have a couple of hours before your dinner reservation, if are up to it, an easy walk around 

the Plaza Mayor can be entertaining. 

Your choice of restaurant for today is DCorazon at Plaza Mayor 30. It’s just across the Plaza. 

They’re expecting you at 7:00 pm. Restaurants. 

 

Day 2 – Madrid 

 

Late start this morning in case anyone is having a hard time overcoming the jetlag. Your 

meeting point for the Segway tour is Plaza Sn Miguel at 12:00. The tour has been paid for. 

Activities. 

Recommendations for lunch around this area are noted under Restaurants. 

Afternoon is free to explore. You mentioned churros so our suggestions are also noted there.  

For dinner you will be doing a private tapas tour. Please meet your guide, Jackie, by the statue 

in Plaza Mayor at 7:00pm. The tour has been paid for. Activities/Restaurants  

 

Day 3 – Madrid 



 

 

Today is your visit to El Prado. It is a 17 min walk there. Your guide, Miguel, will be waiting for 

you at 9:30 am by the Velazquez statue at the entrance with the same name. He’ll adapt the 

tour to the kids’ age and interests and keep it fun. You will need to pay the balance of the tour 

directly to the guide when you’re done. Activities. 

Recommendations for a place to grab a bite near the museum are under Restaurants. 

This afternoon is free. You can wander around El Retiro park or check other suggestions under 

Activities. 

Your dinner today will be at El Botin, the oldest continually running restaurant. They are 

expecting you at 8:00 pm. It’s a two-minute walk from the hotel. Restaurants 

When you return to the hotel, ask the front desk to get you a cab for the next morning at 8:00. 

 

Day 4 – Toledo and Caceres 

The car rental place is expecting you to pick up around 8:30, it is a 20 min cab ride. Info for the 

rental is under Logistics. GPS addresses will be listed there, also.  

It is an hour drive to Toledo. When you arrive, exit the parking lot (orange) and take a right, go 

over the bridge (yellow) and do not follow everyone up the stairs (red). Keep walking on the 

sidewalk and look for the entrance to the shopping mall (green). It’s a yellow entrance, take the 

escalators all the way to the top. Your guide, Joseph, will be waiting for you there at around 

10:20/10:30. He knows you’re driving from Madrid. If you’re late, his cell is under Activities. 

 



 

 

Toledo is a popular destination and rightly so. Joseph will adapt the tour to the kids, and it 

includes a sword and knife making demonstration. His services have been paid for. The tour will 

be over around lunch time, check Restaurants for a couple of recommendations.  

After lunch, head for Caceres. Do not use the hotel’s address, please use the one provided in 

Logistics. It is a 2½ hour drive. Feel free to take a break at a gas station on the way. It’s 

interesting to see Jamones, wines, and gallons of olive oil stocked by windshield wipers. 

Your choice of hotel for Caceres is the Parador. Accommodations. This place is located within 

the old town walls and only the hotel’s guests can drive through, so please review the arrival 

instructions (Logistics) as parking is a on a tight street, and a bit away from the hotel. Park there 

and the hotel provides a van to bring you to the hotel.  

Your dinner reservation is at 8:30 at the Parador restaurant. Restaurants You’ll have time to 

wander around the town. I recommend going for cookies or sweets from the cloistered nuns to 

kill time in an unusual way. (How-to under Activities.) 

 

Day 5 – Caceres  

Your guide in Caceres is Antonio. Activities. His services for the next few days have been paid 

for. He’ll meet you at the door of the Parador at 10:00 am. The tour is planned around the kids 

and should be over around lunch time. Antonio will be happy to provide recommendations: he’s 

local so he can point you to good places. Or you can check Restaurants for our suggestions.  

Afternoon is free. You mentioned outdoor activities. There are a couple of hiking trails nearby 

you might want to check out. See Activities for other recommendations. 

Tonight is your date night; you chose Atrio and your reservation is for 8:30 pm. It’s just down the 

street from the hotel, less than a block away. Kids are expected at the Parador’s restaurant at 

8:00 pm. Please cancel if they’d rather go for room service. Restaurants. 

 

Day 6 – Caceres, Montanchez 

Antonio will be waiting for you at 9:00 am down by the big ‘CACERES’ sign in the Plaza Mayor. 



 

 

Today’s tour includes a driver. You will be going to the dehesas to learn all about Iberico pigs 

and why they are used for making Jamon de Bellota. You’ll visit the traditional Jamon drying 

facilities to see how it’s naturally processed, then there’s a tasting where you can compare their 

products. The tour includes a lunch stop in Montanchez. Activities. 

Today you chose El 13 de Anton for dinner. It’s a nice place and they’ve got burgers in the 

menu in case the kids want something familiar. They’re expecting you at 8:00 pm. It’s a 6-

minute walk from the hotel. Restaurants. 

 

Day 7 – Merida, Zafra 

It’s a 1 hr drive to Merida. Plan to be there by 9:30 am. Head for the parking lot, the address is 

under Logistics.  

Antonio is also your guide in Merida. When you arrive, exit the parking lot to the right and he’ll 

be waiting for you at Castuo, a small coffee shop on the corner. Merida has great Roman ruins. 

You’ll be visiting the theatre, the amphitheatre, and the main sights of Merida with Antonio, who 

will make this an entertaining/educational visit for the kids.  

The tour with Antonio will de done by lunch time. He said he’d end the tour in front of the 

restaurant you picked for lunch as it is just across the street from the Templo de Diana. It’s 

called De Tripas Corazon and your reservation is for 1:30. Restaurants. Antonio will hand you 

the entrance tickets for the museum, which is on the way back to the car.  

After lunch you may do some sightseeing with Antonio’s recommendations. On your way back 

to the car visit the museum, its across the street from the ruins you visited. This is a very 

complete, very open museum, there is bilingual signage and you can visit at your own pace. 

Don’t skip the basement where you can see all of what is still held in storage.  

When you’re ready, head for Zafra. Logistics. It’s a 50 min drive. For your stay here you chose 

Casa Palacio Conde de la Corte. Accommodations. You have options for parking, so arrive at 

the address first and then decide where you’d like to keep the car. They will provide 

recommendations for dinner. Restaurants. 

 



 

 

Day 8 – Zafra  

Today you have the morning free so you can enjoy the pool and nice weather this time of year. 

For lunch you can stroll around town, check out our suggestions in Restaurants. 

At 3:30, Lucia, your guide in Zafra, and a driver will pick you up at the hotel for your bike tour. 

They will provide you with the bikes, helmets, and water. It’s an easy 20 km ride on an old train 

track, now asphalt trail. The route will take you through dehesas, olive groves, and orchards. 

You will visit an old iron mine, an ancient citadel, a menhir, remains of a dolmen, a chapel with 

beautiful frescoed ceilings, etc. and you’ll have opportunities to see wildlife. The driver will be 

waiting for you at the end of the trip to bring you back to Zafra. Activities. 

Your reservation for dinner tonight is at La Rebotica. They are expecting you at 8:30. 

Restaurants 

 

Day 9 – Zafra 

Today Lucia will take you to an artisanal cheese making factory where you’ll learn about their  

process, from goats to underground fermentation facilities. There is a tasting at the end of the 

tour. She will pick you up at 10:00 am and bring you back around lunchtime. This is your last 

day with her. Her services have been paid for. Activities 

You chose to have lunch and explore the town in the afternoon.   

Your reservation for dinner tonight is at the Parador’s restaurant, at 8:30. It’s a 4-minute walk 

from the hotel. Restaurants. 

 

Day 10 – Seville 

It is a little over and hour and a half to Seville. Head for the car rental office. Address and info 

are in Logistics. They will get you a cab to take you to the hotel.  

For Seville you chose La Casa del Poeta Hotel. You might arrive early so we asked for a 

possible early check-in. Accommodations. 



 

 

You planned to explore the Barrio de Sta Cruz the rest of the morning and have lunch there. 

See Restaurants for recommendations. 

At 2:00 pm you will meet Delia, your guide for Seville, at the entrance of the Alcazar. Activities.  

It’s a 5-minute walk. Delia’s services have not been paid for. Today she’ll show you the Alcazar, 

the Cathedral and the Giralda. She has experience working with teens.  

For dinner today you chose Bodeguita de Romero. Restaurants. Your reservation has been 

made for 6:30 pm. It is a 9-minute walk from the hotel.  

 

Day 11 – Seville 

Today Delia will take you to visit the Casas Palacios. She will meet you in front of the hotel at 

9:00 am. Activities. 

You planned on having lunch in the Barrio Sta Cruz. Consult with Delia for recommendations or 

check Restaurants.  

Afternoon is free. See Activities for our suggestions. 

For dinner today you will attend a cooking class. This is a private class; you’ll each make your 

own paella Valenciana. They are expecting you at  6:00 pm. Activities/Restaurants. It is a 15-

minute walk from the hotel.  

 

Day 12 – Seville  

Delia and your driver will pick you up at 10:00am. Activities. Today is your visit to the olive 

grove, olive oil processing facility and tasting. The tasting is accompanied by an assortment of 

cheeses and wine parings for mom and dad. 

Afternoon is free. Check out our suggestions in Activities.  

Dinner today is at Vinerias San Telmo. Restaurants. Reservations are made for 8:00 pm. It is a 

4-minute walk from the hotel. 



 

 

 

Day 13 – Madrid 

Your train for Madrid leaves at 9:40 am from Santa Justa station. You can arrange for 

transportation at the front desk. Logistics 

You will arrive at Madrid’s Atocha station at 12:30. Your hotel for tonight, RC Carlton Madrid is a 

block away. Accommodations. 

You did not want anything formally planned for today. In case you want to wander about, the 

Reina Sofia Art Museum and the Botanical Gardens are a short walk away. 

Your dinner today is at La Malontina, your reservation is for 7:00pm. Restaurants. It’s a 15-

minute walk.  

 

Day 14 – Departure 

Your transfer will be waiting for you in the lobby at 6:00 am. Logistics. It’s a 20-minute drive to 

the airport. 

Have a restful trip back! 

 

 


